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An investigation inle the theft of
more than $1.5 million in goods firom
New Zealand Post couriers has led to
the arrest of 20 people, mostly staff
and contractors,

The arrests came alter 80 police
raided homes across Auckland on
Sunday as part of 2 joint investi-
palion with New Zealid Post indo
goods going missing since the begin-
ning of last year.

They allege thal the group stole
property including New Zealand and
Chinese passporis, credit cards,
mabile phones, DVD players, videos,
computers and their ganes, shoes,
clothes, gold jewellery, sound sys-
tems and projeclors.

Those appearing i the Auckland
Ristrict Court vesterday included
wwnerdrivers, couriers and parcel
dorters as well as former New Zea-
Jabid Post employeos,
w=iThey face charges of stealing New
Zealand Post property, receiving and
supplying he drug
methamphetamine, or speed,

One 2l-year-old Avondale man
was charged with stealing a carton of
die stamps valued at $20,600.

“Although the charges moslly date
from January last year, one charge of
receiving not related to New Zealund
Post dates back to 1997

New Zealand Post suys [he group
was not operating us o crime ring,
Dolice will not discuss the degree of
co-operation between the acecused
while their cases are before (he
vourts. More arrests ave likely,

Deteclive Sergeant Andrew
Saunders, who headed the police arm
ol Operation Huater, said 200 ilems
of stolen properly were recovered
during Sunday’s raids, which began
simultaneously at 7.1%5am. Some
items were still in their packaging.

“It was ohviously a surprise for
them, otherwise they would nat have
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113;11'51]1 that stolen property there,” he
said, TNy

New Zealand Post spokesman Ian |
Long said eight employees had been
suspended and four contractors ler-
minated since the arrests: :

They had asked for police ro-
operation alter a-“lengihy and in-
depth” internal investigation into the -
thefts, which were occurring across
their three subsidiary courier COom-
panies, CourierPost, SkyRoad and
Pace. IR

[t is understood that New Zealand
Post used undevcover -agents, They
also relied on the help of other
worlkers and the “small munber” of
cuslomers losing goods. Undercover
police were also involved.

Mr Long said they would relunm
any recovered goods to cusiomers
and pay compensation for missing
goods, :

No personal matil had beeir stolen,
and the alleged thefts were not
believed to be linked to a recent
“cheque-washing” scam that ‘inter-
eepled cheques sent by cotriers and
involves more than $1 million. . =

Mr Long said dishonesty was not
“embedded” at New Zealand Post.

John Royal, chairman of the
Owner/Drivers Associalion that
represents CourierPost drivers, said
New Zealand Post's actions had been
“way oul ofline”, One driver had her
contract terminated as she left the
[:().}iice stafion after guestioning, he
Sald. e i

“These confractors are ‘innoceril
until proven guilty, yel they have
had their confracts terminated. They
are lefl with no income and months
{o wait until trial.

“Fhis is terrible conduct by New
Zpaland’s biggest slate-owned enter-
prise.”

Judge James O’Donovan
remanded most of the accused with-
out plea on bail to appear again next
month,




